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Balderstone St Leonard’s Church of England Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026 - 2027

	Date this summary was published
	July 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Sian Riddell

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Lancashire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Let’s Go Sing
Charanga



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	For each year group, key skills and knowledge have been identified in accordance with the National Music Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021).  Our curriculum is set out in units of work on a 2 year rolling programme.  Many of our units of work are using the Charanga teaching resource and therefore the skills and knowledge identified are closely linked with this.
https://www.balderstoneschool.co.uk/page/?title=Music&pid=87
Classes are taught by the class teacher.  Weekly lessons are 45 mins for EYFS and KS1 with other opportunities for music included within the overall curriculum.  In KS2, lessons are on average 1 hour a week.  
Children in Year 3 and 4 take part in Let’s Go Sing, a project where singing specialists work with both staff and children.  This then culminates in a concert where the children perform with other participating schools in a large venue with a live band.  
Each year for a term, children in year 5 and 6 learn to play the ukulele.  We have a class set of ukuleles for these lessons.  This is led by the class teacher with support from members of our community ukulele group.  All children have the opportunity to play the glockenspiels and other untuned instruments throughout KS1 and 2.
Within lessons, children have regular opportunities to listen to music, sing, compose and perform.  They explore how music is created through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, structure and appropriate musical notation.
We ensure that all pupils have access to our music curriculum.  Where necessary changes can be made for SEND pupils including support within the classroom.  
EYFS have music within their continuous provision.
Technology is used within the music curriculum to support and engage learners.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Over the past few years, we have explored ways to give opportunities in school for pupils to sing and play music outside of lesson time.  As a small school, we have found that the uptake in music tuition, paid for by parents, is very small and therefore not viable.
As a school, we have decided to focus on giving every child the chance to take part in musical experiences and opportunities through the curriculum and the many other enrichment activities that take place in school.  As staff and governors, we feel that this is the right approach for our school.
Over the coming year, opportunities will again be explored to look at ways for pupils to take part in music outside of the curriculum time including looking into offering music tuition however our main focus is to provide good music teaching and opportunities to all our school community. 
Any opportunities that come to our attention through the Lancashire Music Service, Blackburn Cathedral or other community groups will be promoted in school and through our weekly newsletter.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Worship
Every day in school, we use music and singing within our worship.  These songs are usually Christian worship songs but we also include a range of other contemporary songs with strong pastoral themes.  Many of our songs are accompanied by some Makaton sign language to make them accessible to all.
As a school, we perform in church services such as harvest and we have strong links with our church through both the Forest Church services at weekends and Open the Book which takes place in school where we again worship through song.
Performances 
Within our academic year, there are several performance opportunities.  All children are involved in both the Nativity and the Summer Production.  For the Nativity, KS1 take the lead and for the Summer Production Year 5 and 6 take on the main roles.  Both productions are based on singing and music with the whole school taking part.
We also take part in carol concerts, at community events such as our school afternoon tea and we perform at the Church Brass Band concert at Christmas, accompanied by Coppull and Standish Brass Band.
Year 3 and 4 perform at the Let’s Go Sing concert with hundreds of other children accompanied by a live band.
Concerts, Shows and Experiences
Throughout the year there are opportunities for children to listen and see live performances.  This includes our annual trip to the panto, theatre visits, dance competitions and the brass band concert.  At times, we also have musical visitors in school to share their passion for music.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	
· To ensure every class is having the required music lesson allocation across the year and monitor the progression of music skills and knowledge through school.
· To develop composition within the curriculum, looking at ideas and practical implications.
· To explore ways we can develop our extra-curricular music opportunities in school 
· potential to run a singing and/or ukulele session during breakfast club
· continue to look at ways that we can offer instrument tuition in school.
· To make staff aware of music training opportunities through Charanga and the Lancashire Music Hub as well as opportunities for all staff to experience playing the ukulele with support from members of our community group.
· Encourage children to join in with the ukulele group in Church services and community events.
· Run Brambles and Toddlers music sessions.


Further information (optional)
	Support and training for teachers is available through the Lancashire Music Hub, Charanga and the Let’s Go Sing team.
Staff meetings that focus on music allow for development of skills for all staff as well as emphasising the importance of music within the curriculum.
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