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Mrs Gow's words for the week.... 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term.  

In this term we make the journey through Lent to Easter. This year our theme is Watching and 

Waiting.  Again, we are blessed that part of Lent overlaps with Ramadan and so many of our families 

will journey together, deepening our faith and relationship with God, whilst possibly fasting.  Every 

week, we shall be thinking and praying about a different type of waiting. This week we have been 

thinking about Waiting Together.  We talked in worship about how the world is still waiting for peace. 

With the two year anniversary of the war in Ukraine this week and the ongoing pain and suffering in 

Palestine still continuing, as a school family we continue to pray for God's peace to soften the hearts 

of humans.  Together we pray : 

O God, we pray for all the children of Abraham in Israel and Palestine and in every country of the 

world ravaged by war. We pray for Muslims, Jews and Christians that we will draw on the best of 

our traditions to guide us away from words and acts of division and discrimination so that 

everyone may be free to live in safety. Protect the vulnerable, strengthen the fearful and comfort 

the grieving .In Jesus Christ, our Lord.Amen. 

It was lovely to see so many of you at this week's consultation evening and to hear such positive 

feedback about your child's learning. Truly, one of the most special features of our school is the 

outstanding partnership between our school and parents/carers.  We are blessed by such supportive 

parents and carers who help us to ensure that our children flourish. It was also heartening to hear 

our staff talk about our children with such detail and knowledge - one of the best things about 

having mixed-aged classes is that we certainly get to know our children! 

We have restarted our wow extra-curricular offer this week, with brand new sports clubs and it is 

brilliant to know that EVERY child in school is involved in at least one extra-curricular sports club 

every week!  This half-term we have a number of sports competitions too - with gymnastics, infant 

dance festivals, dance competitions, football and athletics all coming up.  I know that at times there 



can be a lot of Parentmails sent out to ask for permissions/sign up for clubs etc. So we can book 

coaches, arrange transport and also confirm our attendance at these events, please do try to 

respond.   

It's our fab Forest Church on Sunday at 4pm. Hope to see you there.  

Blessing and prayers.  

Mrs Gow 

 

Extra curricular clubs this half-term 

 

Take a look at our fab extra-curricular offer for this half-term.  Over Lent/Ramadan, the prayer space 

will be open at lunchtimes on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays too.  



 

English National Ballet  - superstars 

 

Georgia from our very own Year 6 is preparing to dance with the English National Ballet in 

Manchester the beginning of March. We couldn't be prouder of her and Anna (now in Year 7 at 

Clitheroe Grammar).  The girls featured in the Lancashire Evening Post this week. We wish you all the 

very best girls and hope that this is an inspirational time for you both - we are incredibly proud of 

you.  Some of the staff and our families will be there at your performances cheering you on!   Out of 

the 1,500 children who auditioned two of the children of the 10 are Balderstonains!  WOW!  



Find the full story at https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/24131498.talented-lancs-dancers-

chosen-appear-national-ballet/ 

Let's Go Sing 

 

https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/24131498.talented-lancs-dancers-chosen-appear-national-ballet/
https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/24131498.talented-lancs-dancers-chosen-appear-national-ballet/


 

1 - Make sure you book your tickets asap, year 3/4 parents. It's always an amazing evening.  



Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the best concert you’ll ever attend!  Year 3 and 4 are singing at 

King George’s Hall on Monday 4th March.  Tickets are available now from King George’s Hall box 

office (01254 582579) or online at www.kinggeorgeshall.com.   

We will be on raised seating on the right-hand side of the stage as you look towards the stage from 

the audience.  In order to see the children, we recommend you book tickets for the seats in the 

middle or on the left-hand side as you look towards the stage, either in the balcony area or on the 

tiered seating in the stalls.   

We know you’ll love the concert, come along and support us! 

Flourishing Friday 

 

This week I asked all of our support staff team to choose someone from across school who has shone 

'goodness' and 'kindness's our school. Here's who has flourished this week: 

Georgia - Miss Lee is very grateful for your impeccable manners and help in the dinner hall 

Sara  - Mrs Dixon has been so impressed by your politeness and great behaviour at lunchtimes. 

Sophie - Mrs Leaver says that your manners and kindness are remarkable 

Daisy - Mrs Hussain said your patience with EYFS during their sports club on Thursday was amazing. 

Thank you 

Umar - Mrs Lorgat has noticed how you (without being asked) set out every chairs in Fox class every 

morning  

Primrose - Mrs Burton thanks you for your kindness in making sure that classroom is tidy every 

evening for our cleaner, Julie 

Thomas O - Mrs Johnstone says that your manners when you come to the office are impeccable.  

http://www.kinggeorgeshall.com/


Coffee Creative - Save the Date 

 

Mrs Turner and the Arts Council team have started to plan the next Coffee Creative. Please save the 

date - Friday 8th March 2pm - 3pm. More details about this planting themed craft to follow.  

EYFS and KS1 Stay and Play - Gruffalo themed 

 

Our next stay and play session is planned provisionally for the morning of the 12th March.  This event 

will be open to all of our EYFS and KS1 families - out toddler group will be invited to join us in the 

woods in the search for the Gruffalo.  More details to follow.  

 



House points this week 

 

Well done to St Patrick - not only were you this week's winners but you also won last half-term.  Keep 

up the great work. You shall have your house team treat at Easter time!  

 

2 - This week's result! 

 

3 - Here are the half term scores. Ice cream treat for St Patrick soon! 



Church and Community News 

 

Forest church  

Come and join Mrs Cummins, Mrs Gow and Mrs Riddell this Sunday from 4pm.Come along for fun 

outdoors and lots of crafts too! 

Ceilidh - come along for some dancing fun 

 

United Benefice Ceilidh 

  



Our United Benefice Ceilidh will be held on Saturday 23rd March at Samlesbury Memorial Hall, from 

7:00pm to 11:00pm, with dancing to Frolicking Pete and The Fumbling Fingers Band.  Tickets, costing 

£15, include a potato pie or cheese and onion pie supper, courtesy of Sandersons Bakery, but please 

bring your own drinks.To buy your tickets, please contact any of the following: Corinne Seedall 

(07483 212328 / 01254 812920), Gaynor Dockerill (07563 262784), Grace Eastham (01772 877076) 

or Rita Gorman (01254 812566). Everyone welcome! 

Safeguarding section 

 

This week we feature from the Education against Hate website their information about Prevent - 

countering extremism in young people.  The staff and governors have been retrained in Prevent 

this year and it is important that we know how to protect our children from extremist ideologies. 
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Forms  of  extremism 



 

 

Scan  here  for  more Prevent  CONTEST  and information  on 

Prevent 

Prevent   is part  of  the  government's  counter-terrorism  strategy,  CONTEST. 



The  purpose  of  Prevent   is at  its  heart  to  safeguard  and  support  vulnerable  people  to  stop 

them  from  becoming  terrorists  or  supporting  terrorism. 

Prevent  has  three  specific  objectives: 

 

Tackle  the  causes  of  radicalisation  and  respond  to  the  ideological  challenge  of terrorism. 

Safeguard  and  support  those  most  at  risk  from  radicalisation  through  early intervention,  

identifying  them  and  offering  support. 

Enable  those  who  have  already  engaged   in terrorism  to  disengage  and  rehabilitate. 

 

Channel    is a voluntary,  confidential  programme  which  safeguards  people  identified  as 

susceptible  to  being  drawn  into  terrorism. 

It    is a multi-agency  process  involving  partners  from  the  local  authority,  the  police, education,  

health  providers,  and  others. 

Channel    is a support  programme  - not   a criminal  sanction. 



A  Channel  referral  can  come  from  anyone  who   is concerned  about   a person  they  know who  

might  be  at  risk  of  radicalisation,  including  family  members,  friends,  school  leaders,  or 

colleagues. 

Channel  can  offer   a number  of  different  types  of  support,  such  as: 

help  with  education  and  career  advice dealing  with  mental  or  emotional  health  issues dealing  

with  drug  or  alcohol  abuse theological  or  ideological  mentoring  from   a Channel  intervention  

provider  (a  specialist mentor) 

 

 

Scan  here  for  more The  Channel  Process  information  about 

Channel 

When  someone  makes   a referral,  lots  of  agencies  work  together  to  offer  support  where they  

consider   it necessary  and  proportionate  to  do  so.  The  Channel  process   is as  follows: 

Referrals  are  assessed  to  see   if they  are  suitable  for  Channel  or   if alternative  support would  

be  more  appropriate. 

 



If  suitable  for  Channel,  all  relevant  partners  attend   a Channel  panel  meeting  to  decide  if 

intervention   is necessary. 

Please  note:  the  individual  who  has  been  referred  to  Prevent   is informed  and  must  give  their  

consent  (or  via a  parent  or  guardian   if they  are  children)  before  an  intervention  can  take  

place. 

 

Indicators 

There   is no  single  route  to  radicalisation.  However,  there  are  some  behavioural  traits  that 

could  indicate   a child  has  been  exposed  to  radicalising  influences.  For  example: 

Becoming increasingly argumentative 

Legitimising the use of violence to defend ideology or cause 

Unwilling to  engage with  and becoming abusive towards individuals who are different 

Embracing   conspiracy theories 

Feeling persecuted 

Changing    friends  and appearance      and  distancing themselves from old 

friends 



 

With  the  growth  of  the  internet,  social  media,  gaming  platforms,  and  chat platforms,  

extremist   individuals     and  groups have   taken up  this  opportunity    to 

radicalise     and   recruit  others in the   online   space. 

It's  important  that  you're  aware  of  your  child's  online  activity  and  digital  footprint,  and  that 

you  can  support  them   in developing  critical  thinking  skills  that  will  allow  them  to  build  up 

their  resilience  to  radicalisation  and  extremist  content. 

Some  possible  indicators  that   a young  person  has  been  or   is being  radicalised  online include: 

Accessing  extremist  content  online 

 

Joining  or  trying  to  join  an  extremist  group  or  organisation 

Changing  their  online  identity 

Being  sympathetic  to  extremist  ideologies  and  groups 

 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  above  is  not  an  exhaustive  list  of  indicators  of  

radicalisation  and  evidence  of  these behaviours  may  not  necessarily  indicate  that   a young  



person  is  being  or  has  been  radicalised.   If your  child  is  displaying  any of  these  behaviours  

and  you  believe   it is   a cause  for  concern  you  should  try  to  discuss  this  with  your  child,  or  

seek  support from  one  of  the  avenues  detailed  at  the  end  of  this  resource. 

Going  Too  Far? 

 

Children  from  all  kinds  of  backgrounds  can  be  radicalised.  Below  are  some  factors  that may  

make  some  young  people  more  susceptible  to  radicalisation  and  extremist  narratives than  

others. 



 

They  are  designed  to  support  teachers 

 



 

 

You  may  find   it useful  to  access  the resource  to  determine  how  you  can open  up   a 

conversation  about extremism  with  your  child  at  home. 

 



 

If  you  are  worried  that  your  child   is being  radicalised,  you  have   a number  of  options. Talking  

to  your  child    is a good  way  to  gauge   if your  instincts  are  correct,  but  you  might prefer  to  

share  your  concerns  with  someone  else  first.  For  example,  you  could... 

Raise  the  issue  with  your  child's  teacher,   a friend,  or   a close  family  member 

 

Organise   a meeting  with  the  designated  safeguarding  lead  at  your  child's  school 

Contact  your  local  police  or  local  authority  for  advice  and  support 

You  can  report  concerns  to  the  Government  Anti-Terrorist  Hotline  on  0800  789  321 

If  you  think  someone   is about  to  carry  out  an  act  of  terrorism,  dial  999 

If  you  have  concerns,  but  there   is no  immediate  danger,  dial  101 

You  can  also  share  your  concerns  and  seek  support  and  guidance  by  visiting  the  ACT Early  

website,  or  contacting  their  support  line  on  0800  011  3764 

If  you  have  concerns  regarding  extremism  within  an  education  setting,  including  allegations 

against  institutions  and  staff,  you  can  anonymously  report  these  to  us  at  the  Department for  

Education  by  searching  'Report  Extremism   in Education'  on  Google. 
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Contact Us 

 

Keep in touch with the school family using the details below (or call into the school anytime to see 

us) 

Balderstone St Leonard's CE Primary school 

Commons Lane 

Balderstone 

Blackburn 

BB2 7LL 

01254 769150 

head@balderstone.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at http://balderstoneschool.co.uk  

http://balderstoneschool.co.uk/
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